Name: ___________________________________________________ Period: _______

Understanding Absolute and Relative Locations


Using the maps of the United States located on page 68-69 of your class atlas (or another map of the United States).

1. If I were at 41( N latitude and 112( W longitude, what major city would I be in?

2. Imagine I went to 27( N latitude and 81( W longitude, what large lake would I be near?

3. Now assume it is February 25th and I am at 45( N latitude and 93( W longitude, where would I be AND what type of clothing would I probably be wearing?

4. Where would my friend be AND what would she be wearing if she were at about 21( N latitude and 158( W longitude on that same day? Hint: Look at the little map in the bottom left corner!
5. Give the absolute location of New Orleans, Louisiana.

6. Give the absolute location of Phoenix, Arizona.

7. Using the maps, we might say Colorado is in the western United States or it is in the Rocky Mountains. How could we describe where West Virginia is? Give two relative locations

8. Give two relative locations describing where Miami, Florida is?

9. Use absolute location to describe your home’s location or the home of someone you know.

10. Use relative location to describe your home’s location or the home of someone you know.

11. Give two examples of when you use absolute location in your everyday life.

12. Give at least two examples of when you use relative location in your everyday life.

