Name: _______________________________________________ Period:__________

Creating Regions in the United States


For this assignment you will divide a map of the United States into regions to help you understand how places are similar and different within the United States. You will be using maps on pages 54-55 of the atlas.

Part I – Preparation.

1. Title your map “Regions of the United States.”

2. Neatly label each state with its two letter postal abbreviation. 

3. Draw a key somewhere on your map with eight small boxes.

4. Label each box in your key with the following labels:

a) Pacific Northwest

b) West Coast

c) Rocky Mountain West

d) Southwest

e) South

f) Midwest

g) New England

h) East

Part II  - Creating your regions.

1. Now divide each of the 48 states in the continental U.S. into the region you think it belongs. Some regions might have only one state in them!
2. Your regions are based on your perception of what these regions mean. Therefore your map will most likely be different from other students’ maps.
3. Each state can only be in one region.
4. Do not divide individual states. The entire state must be in one region.
5. Color each region a different color and be sure to include this color on your key.
6. Finally explain what the characteristics were for a state to be considered in that region (at least 2 different characteristics for each region):
Pacific Northwest

West Coast

Rocky Mountain West

Southwest

South

Midwest

New England

East Coast (“Back East”)
