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WHAT HAPPENED 70 HARLEY HOLLADAY?

‘After World War I1, he farmed his family’s and for twenty years. Then he became a
husband, a ather, a potter, brickmaker, rescarc scentis,  schoolteacher, a tour guide;
and an actor, and he drilled  few ofl wells along the way. "I was one of those gays who.

never setled down;” he says.

Vol bebac for supper”—Peggy Etonser
Peggy Eaton: Ridin’ the Rails
[

Duing the Greas Depresion of the 19305, nearly one-third of allworking-age Amricans were
ot of work. Manyteenagers et home tohichhike and ride freight trains around th country
Thei reasos varied: Some schols e closed and there wasltle work o be found.Some,
ik sixteen-ear-old Claence Lee were told by thei parents, “Go fend for yourself 1 cait
afford 0 have you arourd any longer” Fifieer-year-old Peggy Eaton lf her home an a
Wyoming ranch n the sunmer of 1938, fier an asgsment with her ather
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VTM real problem was there was just no money. 1 was going into my junior year n high
school and 1 vanted decent clothes o wear when school started ... | was taking care
of sheep for my brothers, and milking cows for my dad, but it jus didn'tlook lke 1 was
going to make any money. | was mad a ot that summer,

“One night the cow I was milking whopped me in the eye with her diry tail.1 got up
and whopped her right back with my stool and cussed her out. My dad heard me. He came
over,boxed me up one side of the face and down the other, He ssid, Don'tyou ever letme.
hear you talk lke that againt [ said, Tl eave homel’ He said,You'l be back for supper!

“A couple of wecks ater my frend Irne asked me i [ vanted to go with her t0se herfolks
i Tsaquah, Washington.She sid 1 could make ot of money out there pickin,frit. 1 didn't
ell my folks just rolld up a fes pices of clothing and tid it with rope and lung it over my.
shoulde.Irene stufed her things in  uitcse made oftn. We ook offhitchhiking on July 12

“The

st day we got rides al the way to Cokeville, Wyoming, ncar the state line with
Idsho. We sire walking down the highway when e came to @ silroad yard. There were
0 out-of work bums cookin their dinner n an old gallon bucket ver a campfire. They
asked if we were hungey and of course we said yes They served us a nice vegetable stew
and coff aut of tin cans. They said their names were Joe and Slim. They were going to
Washington, too, and they ssid we'd do bettr rding the rails than trying to hitchhike.

“Soon  train stopped to water up and we al four climbed into an empry freight car
Slim and Joe showed us ot of things sbout riding. They warned me not o swing my legs
out the open door because they could get caught an a railroad switch and pulld rightout,
‘When night came and the cold came in, they showed us how 10 oll up in the paper that
lined the walls of the boar.

“Tiwo days laer we jumped offat Nampa, daho. Slim and Joe went off o beg or food,
and Irene and T walked over 103 grasy area where dozens of hobos ere living, Everyone.
had ther eyes on this one boxcar door, the only open door on a tain that was about o
leave for La Grande, Oregon. Every hobo in that yard wanted to get inside that ca. The
buls[railroad police] were patrollng the area with ifes and lanterns. Evryone was a It
e nervous because the day before one ofthem had shot  bum offthe top of  boxcar in
the La Grande freight yard.

“When the enginestarted up a wave of bums rose up ke one person and rushed for that
open door. 1 was the first e there. Someone behind me picked e up by the nape of the
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neck and the seat ofthe pants and pitched me into e ca. Irene was right behind me. It was.
ark inside, and scary. We were the only girls.We crawled nto a corner and Irene put her tin
suitaseinfront of us.Slim and Joe made t on board and slept n frot of us, oo, tht ight,
“When we got near the La Grande freght yard the train sped up instead of sowing,
down. I Tooked ke  trap, especaly ince it was the same place where the bullhad shot
the man the day before. We went for the door and jumped out whie the train was goingat

least thirty-fve o foty miles an hour. I tumbled head over heels when 1 hit the ground.
‘We couldn't catch a fright out of La Grande because the bulls were t0o thick so

we split from Slim and Joe and wen back out on the highvway and caught a rde in a

gasoline truck. The old road took us over what was called ‘Cabbage Hill between La
Grande and Pendleton. We reached the top of the hillright at sundown. There were
hundreds of it farms, in all different colors spread out before us. [ had never scen
anything so magnificentin my lfe.

“We hitched into Pasco, Washington,found a room for  dollar and then walked down
0 the tracksthe next morning. The only available boxcar was fullso we climbed up onto
the t0p of the train and rode up on the catwalk, where ralroad workers can walk aceoss the
t0p of the train. When the train firs got going we were scared o death and clung tight to
the edge, but soon we weresitting up and looking around at the desert. Suddenly we saw
imping from car to car. When he reached us he

a man coming toward us on the atwlks,
Sat down t0 vist. He was  bullall right,but sort of  friendly bull. He dida't know howw to
olla cigartte sowe rolled it for him.
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“Going back east people were less gen
erous.In Nampa, daho,we gotarrested for
vagrancy ingerprinted and thrown into 3
diny il cll. The next morning the judge
fined us ten dollars apece, but instad of
making us pay he wrote us out @ voucher
fora fre breakfast and a personal note that
said, "Eat your breakfast and get out of
town’ That wasfine with us.

“We went on to Sada Springs, daho,
where there was a rodeo. A couple of cow-
boys who had pitched thei tent i the city
park shared a pot of beans with us. They
let s usethei tent to sleep in and got us
into the rodeo fre the next day. Before
long lrene fell for one of ther and that
splitus up. She went on tothe next rodeo.
and T started back home slone,

It ook me a few more days o make
it back. My mom and dad welcomed me

home and my dad never said another
word sbaut me leaving, 1 had traveld over three thousand miles, experienced » few bad
incidents and many acts of kindness. 1 had seen hundreds of people, even whole familics,
bumming rides 1o try o find work durin those hard times. And 1 had proved to my dad
that 1 would not be back for supper’

WHAT HAPPENED TO PEGGY EATON?

‘She continues to lve alf of adventure.She has run day care centers, worked a5 gro-
cery wholesalerand i a children's hospital, and served as  missionary in Trinidad. Once
she rode steam engine from Anchorage, Alaska, to Whitter, Calfornia, At the ag of sevny
fve she cimbed a mountain and drove 4212 miles in her van. “My whole e has been

interesting?” she says.
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